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Mukhambazi
(Prince Grigol Orbeliani, c. 1861)

ortachalis baghshi mnaxe, vina var!
dardimandis Ixinshi mnaxe, vina var!
Jamit tolumbashi mnaxe, vina var!

aba musntis kvrivshi mnaxe, vina var!
mashin shegigvarde, stkva: dzvirpas xar!

In the gardens of Ortachala see me, who | am!

In a happy-go-lucky feast see me, who | am!

A toastmaster with adrinking bowl, see me, who | am!
Well in afist fight see me, who | am!

Then you will fall in love with me, saying,
[Yyou are precious! [




The Island Gardens of Ortachala




Questions

How does the existing "city garden" complex of 18th century Thilisi
compare with similar complexes in Isfahan both in terms of
iInternal design and overall relation to the city?

How are the largely allegorical gardens and urban characters (the
enlightened lowlife libertine or rind) of Persian poetry
transformed into real gardens and real urbanites (kintos),
transforming a largely mystical literature into a genuinely
historical and ethnographic urban literature?

To what extent do the mystical and allegorical connotations of
gardens and enlightened lowlife libertines (rind) in Persian
literature inform the poetry of Old Thbilisi: How, for example, does
the happy-go-lucky live-for-the-day philosophy of the kinto
expressed in these poems compare to possible Sufi
antecedents like the rind ?



[($ee me, who | am!

The aristocratic author (left) and the typical kinto
speaker (right) of the mukhambazi




Grishashvilils New Mythology

Qarachoghelis front and centre, Kinto
backgrounded; architecture, no




| Vakhushti Aghtsera 53: 13-5
Around the city there are many orchards and
gardens, full of all manner of fruits and flowers.
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1. Sololaki as Garden
versus Kiadla as city




Sololaki 1872




Sololaki 1875




Russian Map 18t ¢?




Walled Gardens (Chardin)
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Sololaki 1800: After the
destruction







From Garden to Residential
District

The beautiful garden of [King] Heraclius.
remarkable for its shady plane trees and
poplars, [was] destined to be transformed into a
new district.LlGamba 1826 (.p 180)




1809 map: ruins and
fantasies



